Critical Analysis: Aliens
“The Federalists were so interested in providing for the security of the state, which they identified with their administration, that they were willing to run the risk of suppressing the liberties of the individual. Arguing that unusual circumstances called for unusual measures, they moved to penalize verbal opposition as well as forcible opposition to the nation's laws. Wishing to eliminate political heresy, they decided to stamp out any criticism which had even a remote tendency to undermine the authority of their administration.”
James Morton Smith
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